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Self-adhesive vinyl (SAV) is everywhere we look. From basic stickers on our everyday products through to
vehicle graphics, shop signage and street signs. There are hundreds of different vinyls to choose from, each
with different properties and performance characteristics to suit different purposes. We couldn’t possibly
stock them all, so we hold a core range which is flexible enough to cover 90% of our everyday requirements,
then we order in specific stocks for the more unique or demanding projects.

PRINTABLE VINYL - OUR CORE RANGE

Promo (aka 3yr) - Available in a matte or gloss finish, this is a monomeric vinyl for (generally) short term or pro-
motional use. Common uses include product labels, real estate signage, event signage, retail and POS displays.

® Intermediate (aka 5yr) - Generally paired with a matching laminate (either matte or gloss), this is our go-to for a
wide range of uses. Features an “easy apply” adhesive with air-release channels to reduce the chances of bub-
bles during application. As a polymeric vinyl this is more flexible and resistant to lifting, peeling and degradation.
Common uses include ACM signage, simple vehicle decals,

®  High Tack - A high grade polymeric film with an ultra sticky adhesive. This is used for adhering to “hard to stick”
surfaces such as heavy equipment (greasy), plywood (porous / grainy), soft plastics like wheely bins (low surface
energy), short pile carpet (fibrous) and pavements (textured).

= Wall Wrap 300 - Designed specifically for wall graphics, this vinyl has a strong adhesive so it won't peel off
prematurely. It is also very dimensionally stable, so will resist the shrinkage and lifting that can be common with
large or tiled graphics.

e Cast (MPI1105) - Premium grade cast film for maximum performance. This is for more demanding applications
such as vehicle wraps. Featuring extreme conformability for complex curves and advanced air-release adhesive
for easy repositioning. As a cast film this will also offer maximum performance in terms of longevity and resis-
tance to environmental factors.

COLOURED FILMS - OUTSIDE THE BOX

There is also a massive range of adhesive vinyl products out there that are available as pre-coloured films. These
come in all the different grades (longevity, strength of adhesive, conformability etc) and cover a range of hundreds of
different colours, textures and effects.

Why not just print them instead? There are a number of factors to consider...

s Consistency - Coloured films offer brand consistency for national or international companies - they simply need
to state their chosen swatch name at any signwriter around the world and the colour should be an exact match.
They also offer colour consistency over time within an individual signshop where different printers and profiles
may be used over the years and colour shift may otherwise occur.

s Extended Colour Palette - There are colours to choose from that may be outside the printable range such as
fluroescents.

s Textures & Effects - Matte, satin or gloss is just the tip of the iceberg... Think brushed metal or woodgrain tex-
tures, carbon fibre, metallics & chromes, tints, reflective, colour shifting films and a whole lot more.

®  Flexibility - Coloured vinyl is a single layer (as opposed to white vinyl plus print plus laminate) so is naturally thin-
ner and more flexible than an equivalent grade of printed and laminated film.

®  Scuff Appearance - Coloured vinyl is not just coloured on the surface, but is usually coloured the whole way
through. With a printed vinyl, if the surface is scuffed then it may show the white of the vinyl. With coloured
vinyls however, the surface may still scuff but will be less noticeable as it will still show the colour of the vinyl.

s Cutting / Weeding - Coloured films are often easier to cut and weed than printable films, basically because they
are designed for this purpose, without having to compromise and cater to the needs of printability.
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FINISHING PROCESSES

® Laminating - Most of our printable vinyls can also be laminated for added durability. For short term or
promotional graphics this is often not necessary as saving costs may be the biggest consideration, but
for the intermediate and high performance vinyls you should rarely go without.

e Kiss-cut (aka contour cut) - Cut to any shape using a digital cutting table. The blade cuts through the
vinyl and laminate while leaving the backing paper in tact.

*  Weeding - After kiss-cutting, the unwanted parts of a sticker or decal are manually removed.
* App-tape - Application tape (like masking tape) is applied to cut & weeded graphics to keep the cut out
elements in the right positions when they're being transferred or applied to a substrate.

®  Through-cut - Cut to any shape using a digital cutting table. The blade cuts right through the vinyl and
backing paper to produce individual custom shaped stickers.

® Application - The process of transferring or sticking the vinyl onto the substrate using an application
table (for flat panels, in-house) or squeegies (for larger or irregular objects or off-site installation).

= Wet Application - For some application jobs (often on glass or acrylic) we will spray soapy water onto
the substrate and adhesive before applying the vinyl. This can help us get a smooth, bubble-free result
on large, flat surfaces.

THINGS TO CONSIDER

*  What surface will you be sticking the vinyl onto? Are they going to be used as general bumper stickers
for example, or for something specific like labelling wheelie bins? We can help to advise the best option.

* How long do they need to last? - Of course we'd like our stickers to look good forever, but there is no
point paying for a high performance vinyl if they are just being used for an event.

®  How much will they be exposed to the elements? - If vinyl is outside in the elements all day it will impact
the performance, speeding up degradation such as fading and peeling.

® Special finish required? - Matte or gloss is just for starters. We can also offer specialty laminates such as
anti-graffiti, anti-slip etc, as well as perforated one-way vision films, frostings and adhesive textiles.

* Do they need to conform to curves? - As a basic rule of thumb - you can use any vinyl for flat surfaces,
you should use intermediate or above for 2-dimensional curves (eg a cylinder), and you'll likely need to
use cast vinyl if you need to conform to 3-dimensional curves (eg a dome).

® Permanent or removable? - The holy grail is to find a vinyl that will stay stuck forever, but come off easily
and cleanly when we want to remove it. Unfortunately there is almost always a trade-off between these
factors, and you'll need to consider which factor is most important.

*  What is your budget? - There is a massive difference in price between say an unlaminated promotional
grade vinyl, and premium cast vinyl with matching laminate. Aim to get the vinyl that will meet your
needs, but don't over spec and use a premium product for a temporary display.

As you can see, there are many factors to consider when choosing the right vinyl for your project, and the
info in this document is really just scratching the surface. There is also often more than one solution. For
the best results, let us know what you're planning and we will recommend the most suitable option.
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A FEW EXAMPLES

Shopping Mall Display Decals.
Printed with UV-cured ink
onto an adhesive textile. The
texture of the textile provided
anti-slip properties, while the
UV-cured ink gave a durable
print surface. This product is
highly removable too, ensuring
it came off cleanly when the
promotion was finished.

Cut Vinyl for Vehicle Graphics.
Gloss black coloured cast vinyl
- cut, weeded and app-taped,
ready for installation. This
mandala pattern was installed
on a matte black vehicle, giving
a highly effective contrast of
finishes.

Holographic Stickers.

Printed with black ink onto a
holographic vinyl, the “white”
areas in the print file remained
unprinted and showed off the
holographic effect.

High-Tack Vinyl on Plywood.
This plywood footpath sign
was sealed with three coats of
polyurethane, then had some
printed and laminated high-
tack vinyl graphics applied.
This gives the maximum
longevity for a product that
will see a lot of sun and rain
exposure.
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Indoor Wall Graphics.
Long-term indoor wall graph-
ics, printed on Wall Wrap 300,
then matte laminated, cut,
weeded and applied on-site

at a gym. The overall graphic
was approximately 3m x 4m,
so multiple pieces were tiled
together to create the finished
product.

Vehicle Stickers for Event.
These stickers were stuck on
the windscreens of approved
vehicles, and needed to be
easy to use as they would be
applied thousands of vehicles
in one day. They were printed
with UV-cured ink, giving them
a relatively hard, scuff-proof
surface, then through-cut

to individual units using our
digital cutting table. Ready to
slap on.

Footpath Decals.

Printed on high-tack adhesive
vinyl for maximum adhesion
to a difficult surface. These
decals were being installed all
around a shopping centre with
very high foot traffic, so they
were laminated with a highly
textured, anti-slip laminate.
The vinyl was heated and
pressed to mould it onto the
texture of the footpath.

Fridge Wraps.

Printed on an intermediate
vinyl with a matching gloss
laminate. This vinyl has an
"“easy-apply” adhesive (tiny air
channels in the adhesive layer)
which allow for a smoother ap-
plication with much lower risk
of bubbles and wrinkles. The
vinyl is wrapped and applied
around the fridge panels, then
the details around the door
and seals etc are trimmed.




